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OCPS Distance Learning Packet 

Grade 3 ELA 

Week of Monday, May 4, 2020 

Day Standard Instructions 

Monday Explain how specific aspects of 
a text’s illustrations contribute 
to what is conveyed by the 
words in a story 

● Read and review the skills slides

● Read Rainbow Trout’s Colors and take notes in

the chart provided

Tuesday Explain how specific aspects of 
a text’s illustrations contribute 
to what is conveyed by the 
words in a story 

● Read and review the skills slide

● Reread Rainbow Trout’s Colors and take notes

in the chart provided

Wednesday Explain how specific aspects of 
a text’s illustrations contribute 
to what is conveyed by the 
words in a story (create mood, 
emphasize aspects of 
characters or setting).  

● Review notes in the completed chart

● Reread Rainbow Trout’s Colors and answer the

questions that follow

Thursday Narrative Writing ● Review the skills slides for narrative writing.

● Review and break down the writing prompt.

● Create a story map and plan your narrative,

including characters, setting, and a problem.

● Determine which character you will focus on

as a dynamic character, and brainstorm

additional details about the character.

Friday Narrative Writing ● Write your narrative.

● Edit and revise your narrative.

Daily: Read a book of your choice for 30 minutes. 

**If your student needs assistance with any of the content presented in these lessons, 
please contact their teacher. All Orange County Public School teachers are committed 
to supporting our students throughout this distance learning experience. Thank you 
for all that you do to maintain a strong School/Home connection! 
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Grade 3, Unit 5
B E N C H M A R K  T E S T

Reading and 
Analyzing Text

Read the story "Rainbow Trout's Colors" before answering 
Numbers 25 through 30.

Rainbow Trout’s Colors
by Robert James Challenger
illustrated by Susan Kwas

Grandfather and his grandson were working outside, bringing in the 
winter firewood. The day was dull and rainy, and as they worked the 
cold water ran down their necks.

The grandson said, “I wish it would never rain. I like the clear sky 
and the warm sun better.”

Grandfather looked at him and said, “Let’s take a rest and I’ll tell 
you a story about the rain.”

They found a dry spot under Cedar Tree to sit, and Grandfather 
began.

Down in the lake, Trout once felt the same way you do. He liked 
summer’s sun because food became more plentiful. This is when the 
water in the lake gets warm and the insects hatch.

One rainy day, Trout saw Eagle flying overhead and called out to 
him, “Eagle, can you fly up into the sky and drag the rain clouds away 
to the other side of the mountain?”

Eagle asked, “So you think it would be good for the rain to go away 
so you could have sun all the time?”

Grade 3, Unit 5

Name Date 

Benchmark Test, Reading and Analyzing Text
© Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Publishing Company. All rights reserved.
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Grade 3, Unit 5
B e n c h m a r k  t e s t

Reading and  
Analyzing Text

“Oh, yes,” said Trout. “It would be warm and bright and there 
would be lots of food for me.”

Eagle thought, “It looks like I need to teach Trout a lesson.”

Eagle flew up into the sky and dragged the grey rain clouds to the 
next valley, letting the bright sun shine down on Trout’s lake.

Trout was very happy. Every day was bright, warm, and cheerful, 
and there was lots to eat. But after a while things started to change. 
Trout noticed that the water in the lake was not as deep as it used to 
be. The lake was getting smaller, leaving nothing but dry mud in its 
place. Trout also noticed that the insects, who needed the water to feed 
and hatch their eggs, had left. As the water got lower there was less 
to eat and Trout was finally trapped in a little pond with no food and 
barely enough room to turn around.

Trout looked up and saw Eagle watching him from a treetop. Trout 
called out, “Eagle, I was wrong. There can be too much sunshine. Now 
I know that rain is an important part of our world. Without it, the lake 
and everything I need to live will go away.”

Eagle flew over the mountain 
and dragged the clouds back. Just 
before they covered over the sun, a 
bright rainbow came down from the 
rain clouds and shone on Trout. The 
colors splashed onto his scales and 
changed him into Rainbow Trout.

Grandfather looked up into 
the sky and said to his grandson, 
“I accept the cloudy weather, just 
like Rainbow Trout now does, 
because I know that without rain there would never be rainbows. 
Remember, everything has a purpose, even though we may not always 
understand what it is.”

Grade 3, Unit 5

Name Date 

Benchmark Test, Reading and Analyzing Text
© Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Publishing Company. All rights reserved.
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Monday 

Review the Standard 
We will be discussing the literature standard RL.3.7. In literary texts, the author may include illustrations to help 
the reader focus on something specific about a character, the setting of the story, or a mood that is being 
described in the words of the text. Illustrations can emphasize, or deepen, the reader’s understanding of those 
important story elements.  

Review the example provided below.  Then complete your first reading of the text Rainbow Trout’s Colors while 
taking notes in the chart provided.  

EXAMPLE:  
“The Girl and the Apples” by Tala Rutchel 
Except from the Grade 3 Week 1 Packet  

My explanation: When referring to specific parts of the illustration, I can see the apples falling out of 
the wagon. The words in paragraph 5 and 6 told me that the girl wanted to rush home and made her 
horse walk fast and because of this she hit bumps on the path that caused the apples to fall out. In 
the illustration, the apples falling out of the wagon, the girl’s hair blowing in the wind, and the way the 
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horses legs look all help me understand that she is moving too fast and did not listen to the farmer’s 
advice. The illustration conveys a feeling of urgency and panic.  

Directions: Read Rainbow Trout’s Colors and use the chart below to record your 
connections between the illustration on page 2 (first page of the text) and the text’s 
setting, characters and mood.  

Illustration  Setting  Characters  Mood 
(The feelings created from 

the text and the image)  

page 2 

Tuesday 

Review:  This anchor chart is in the shape of a person because mood relates to a person’s feelings. 
We can have positive or negative moods. The writer’s words and the illustrations can cause the 
reader to feel a specific way. The characters and setting of a story can also contribute to those 
feelings.  
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Directions: Reread Rainbow Trout’s Colors and use the chart below to record your 
connections between the illustration on page 3 (second page of the text) and the text’s 
setting, characters and mood.  

Illustration  Setting  Characters  Mood 
(The feelings created from 

the text and the image)  

page 3 

Wednesday 

Directions: Reread Rainbow Trout’s Colors and answer the following questions. Use 
your notes from Monday and Tuesday to explain the connections between the 
illustrations and the text.  

page 2 

How does the illustration support the reader’s understanding of the characters? Use 
details from the text to support your answer. 
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How does the illustration support the reader’s understanding of the setting? Use details 
from the text to support your answer.  

page 3 

What aspects of this illustration convey a mood of happiness? Use details from the text 
to support your answer.  

Review 
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Thursday 
Prompt:   In this week’s text, “Rainbow Trout’s Colors” the grandson learns a lesson that helps him 
understand the importance of rain. Write a narrative about a time when you first thought something was bad, or 
negative, but then you were able to see how it was something positive.  

Beginning 

Character: 

Setting: 

Problem: 

Middle 

Events 

Attempt 1 

Attempt 2 

Failure 

Failure 

End 

Attempt 3  Solution 
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Friday 
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________ 
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John went to work at the time 
shown on the digital clock.

The answer, in minutes, before 
the next hour.

You can show your work using 
an analog clock!

8 3 2

5
10

15

20

25
262728

28 minutes before 9:00

0 4 5 3 5 3 4 1 71

45 minutes 
after 10:00

7 minutes 
before 3:00

17 minutes 
after 4:00

You can write the time in two ways using the words before and after.

1

Telling and Writing Time 
in Different Ways



Telling and Writing Time 
in Different Ways

Match the clock with the time written in words.

Cam left Disney at 12 minutes 
before 3:00. Draw hands on the 
clock to show this time.

Jackie got home from dance class 27 
minutes after 6:00. Draw hands on 
the clock to show this time.

22 minutes 
before 6:00

17 minutes 
before 8:00

20 minutes 
after 1:00

Write the time in two ways.

_____ minutes 
after ___ : _____

_____ minutes 
before ___ : _____

Write the time in two ways.

_____ minutes 
after ___ : _____

_____ minutes 
before ___ : _____
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Finding the Start Time in Word Problems
Julian is riding his scooter to Logan’s house. He wants to be there by 5:30. 
He must do homework for 30 minutes. The bike ride takes 15 minutes. 
What time should Julian start his homework?

10

15

Start at 4:30 and count 15 minutes 
for the bike ride, then count back 
30 minutes for homework.

5

10

15

5

20

25

30 The minute hand 
went past 12, so 
the hour moved 
back to the 4. 

The minute hand 
ended on the 9.

This clock shows the start, 4:45. 
Julian should start his 
homework by 3:45.

Ben and his mom are wanting to arrive at the birthday 
party at 2:00. It will take them 25 minutes to walk. 
What time should they leave their home. 
Using a number line can help find the start time.

510152025

1:15 1:30 1:45 2:00

Ben and his mom should start at 1:35 to make it to 
the birthday party by 2:00.
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Finding the Start Time in Word Problems
The play starts at 6:15. 
Ruby wants to get to the 
play 35 minutes before the 
play starts. It takes 10 
minutes to drive to the play. 
What time should Ruby 
leave home?

Solution: Ruby should 

leave home at __________.

Show your work using a clock:

Ted played on the 
basketball court for 17 
minutes. Then he ran for 25 
minutes. He finished at 
1:00. What time did he start 
his day?

Solution: Ted started is 

day at __________.

Show your work using a number line:
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Word Problems Involving 
an Unknown Start Time

Marty and Jose watched their favorite movie on 
Saturday night. The movie lasted for 163 minutes. 
If the movie ended at the time shown on the 
digital clock below, what time did the movie start?

Marty and Jose watched their favorite movie on 
Saturday night. The movie lasted for 163 minutes. 
If the movie ended at 7:42 p.m., then can to subtract… 

7:42 p.m. - 0:42 minutes = 7:00 p.m. 
7:00 p.m. - 120 minutes = 5:00 p.m. 
5:00 p.m. - 0:01 minutes = 4:59 p.m.

Therefore, the movie 
started at 4:59 p.m.

- 1 min.
- 120 minutes - 42 minutes

7:42 4:59   5:00 7:00

CRM Alignment 
Unit 4.2 Day 5

We can explain our thinking using a number line:
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Word Problems Involving 
an Unknown Start Time

CRM Alignment 
Unit 4.2 Day 5

The Roberts family got on an airplane to start their 
summer vacation. The plane ride from New Jersey 
to Florida took 239 minutes. If they arrived at their 
destination at the time shown on the digital clock 
below, what time did they get on the airplane?

Explain your thinking by filling in the blanks on the 
number line. 

____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________

__
The Roberts family got on the airplane at ___.

__ __ __
It took Malika 23 minutes to walk to the public library 
from her house. She arrived at the library at 2:03 p.m. 
What time did Malika leave her house? 
Explain your thinking below.

______
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CRM Alignment 
Unit 4.2 Day 6Solving for Elapsed Time

Mr. Hassan’s 3rd grade class is visiting the zoo.
The table below shows their schedule for the day. 
What is the total amount of time, in minutes, did  
Mr. Hassan’s class spend on all activities combined? 

Zoo Schedule Start Time End Time

Reptile Show 12:01 p.m. 12:23 p.m.

Camel Rides 12:26 p.m. 12:59 p.m.

Petting Zoo 1:17 p.m. 1:54 p.m.

Here is one way to explain your thinking using 
friendly numbers to solve. 

Zoo Schedule Start Time End Time Elapsed Time

Reptile Show 12:01 p.m. 12:23 p.m. 22 minutes

Camel Rides 12:26 p.m. 12:59 p.m. 33 minutes

Petting Zoo 1:17 p.m. 1:54 p.m. 37 minutes

22 mins. + 33 mins. + 37  mins. = 92 minutes total

20 min.+ 2 min. = 2212:03 to 12:23 = 20 min. 

12:26 to 12:56 = 30 min. 30 min.+ 3 min. = 33

1:20 to 1:54 = 34 min. 34 min.+ 3 min. = 37
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CRM Alignment 
Unit 4.2 Day 6

8

Solving for Elapsed Time
Kevin’s mom left him a list of chores. According to the table 
below, how many minutes did it take Kevin to finish his chores? 

Schedule of Chores Start End Elapsed 
Time

Laundry 1:07 p.m. 1:39 p.m. __________

Vacuum 1:39 p.m. 1:58 p.m. __________

Clean the bathroom 
and kitchen 2:21 p.m. 2:46 p.m. __________

It took Kevin __________ to finish his chores. 

1.  Sam and his mom arrive at the doctor’s office at 2:30 p.m. 
They see the doctor at 3:10 p.m. How long was their wait?

They waited __________ minutes.

2.  Dad says dinner will be ready in 35 minutes. It’s 5:30 p.m. 
What time will dinner be ready?

Dinner will be ready at __________ .

3.  Becky is meeting her friend at the library at 12:45 p.m. 
It takes her 25 minutes to get to the library. What time will 
she need to leave her house to arrive on time?

Becky will need to leave her house at __________ .



Finding the Start Time in Word Problems
Directions: Read and solve the problems. Include a.m. or p.m. in your answers.

Jen gets to school at 8:05 a.m. 
It takes her 12 minutes to walk 
to school from her house. 
What time did she leave home?

Allison finished running at 5:15 p.m. 
She ran 17 minutes away from home 
and 17 minutes back home. 
What time did she leave home?

Josh got off the train at 4:09 a.m. 
He rode the train for 20 minutes. 
What time did Josh get on the train?

Alex wants pizza at 2:45 p.m. It takes 
him 12 minutes to make it and 25 
minutes to bake it. What time did he 
start prepping the pizza?
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Solve Time in Word Problems
Directions: Read and solve the problems.

Jack left chorus practice at 6:15. 
At chorus practice, he warmed up 
for 6 minutes and sang for 20 
minutes. What time did he get to 
chorus practice? 

Tori starts to clean her house at 7:45. 
It takes her 10 minutes to pick up her 
toys, 4 minutes to make her bed, and 
7 minutes to straighten her 
bookshelf. What time does she finish?

Josie calls her family. She talks 12 
minutes to her dad, 5 minutes to 
her sister, and 8 minutes to her 
grandma. She finishes at 7:00. 
What time does the call start?

Stephan starts painting at 5:30. He 
paints a portrait for 15 minutes and 
a scenic painting for 10 minutes. 
What time does he finish?
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Third Grade 
Science Academic Packet 

 

Student Name _________________________________ School ______________________________________ 

 

 

 
Week 6 

May 4-May 8, 2020 
 

Please follow your teacher's instruction on use and return of packets.  
Por favor siga las instrucciones de su maestro sobre el uso y la devolución de los paquetes. 

Tanpri swiv enstriksyon pwofesè  w sou jan pou w itilize ak retounen  pakè yo. 
Por favor, siga as instruções do professor sobre o uso e o retorno dos pacotes. 

   

 

 



 

Third Grade Recommended Pacing 
 

Day Skill Pages 
Monday Big Idea 17: Interdependence 

Engineering Design-The Problem/Ask 
  

Study Island: Topic 5b. Behavioral 
Responses 

1 

Tuesday Big Idea 17: Interdependence 
Engineering Design-Plan 

  
Study Island: Topic 5b. Behavioral 

Responses 

  
2-3 

Wednesday Big Idea 17: Interdependence 
Engineering Design-Build 

  
Study Island: Topic 5b. Behavioral 

Responses 

4 

Thursday Big Idea 17: Interdependence 
Engineering Design-Test/Redesign 

  
Study Island: Topic 5b. Behavioral 

Responses 

5 

Friday Big Idea 17: Interdependence 
Engineering Design-The Solution 

  
Study Island: Topic 5b. Behavioral 

Responses 

6 

 

*If your student needs assistance with any of the content presented in these lessons, please contact their 

teacher. All Orange County Public School teachers are committed to supporting our students throughout this 

distance learning experience. Thank you for all that you do to maintain a strong School/Home connection! 

 

 

 

 

 



Engineering Design The Problem:

How do engineers work to solve problems?

When engineers solve problems, 
they start by asking questions!
Think about these questions. 

Monday Day 1 

Probe:

Some friends were talking about what their parents do at work. John said, “My dad 
is an engineer, but I have never seen him drive a train.” Sarah said, “I think the word 
engineer can mean something different than driving a train.” Meghan chimes in 
saying, “No! Engineers are definitley train drivers! Think about Thomas the Train!” 
Kylee responds, “I heard that engineers are people who design and build things that 
we need.“

What do you think about the friends 
conversation. Who do you agree with?

We have been learning about how plants and animals adapt to changing seasons. One seasonal adaptation birds use 
is to fly south for the winter to find food and warmth. Birds also lay their eggs between early spring and mid-summer 
because the air temperature is warmer giving their young a better chance to survive. Birds try to hide their nests from 
predators by building them in places that are hard to reach and by using materials that blend in with the surroundings. 
When birds build their nests, they are acting like engineers. Engineers are people who design and build things that 
we need. This week we would like you to help a bird build a nest that would allow it to lay eggs in fall or winter. Think 
about materials that you could use to design your nest. Think about features that you could put on your nest that will 
allow the bird to keep the eggs and baby birds warm during the colder weather.  Remember that your nest will have 
to be able to hold the weight of at least 2 eggs to be considered a successful solution. Later this week, when you are 
finished designing and building it, you will need to test it to see if it can hold this amount of weight.

What is the problem I am trying to solve? 

What materials do birds use to build nests? 

What materials could I use to build my nest?

What is it like during the spring and summer?

What is it like during the fall and winter?

What features could I add to my nest to make it a warm place for the 
eggs and babies?

What other questions do you have? 
Make a list of these questions and try 
to find answers. This is how engineers 
get to know the problem they are 
trying to solve. Asking questions helps 
them get a better understanding of all 
of the parts of the problem so that they 
can develop a really good solution!

Engineering Design Ask:
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Engineering Design Plan:

Tuesday Day 2

Yesterday you asked questions about designing and building a nest for a bird so that the bird could lay egs in the fall or 
winter. Today, you will make a plan for your nest. During the first part of the planning stage, engineers imagine many, varied, 
and unusual solutions to the problem they are trying to solve. Use the space below to brainstorm (in words, pictures, or both) 
ideas for your nest. The brainstorming should include many different possible designs. Remember to think about features you 
can include on your nest to keep the birds warm.

How do birds adapt when food is scarce during the winter? 

A. they migrate 
B. they hibernate
C. they pick a new food to eat 
D. they rely on humans to give them food in bird feeders

Bell Ringer:
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Engineering Design Plan 
Once engineers have imagined many different ideas, they pick the one that they think will best solve the problem. Pick your 
bird nest idea that you think will best help a bird lay eggs in fall or winter. Now it’s time to draw and label your design. Be sure 
to identify the materials that you will use to build each part of your nest.

Exit Slip:   Describe how the planning process went for you. How hard was it to pick your favorite idea to diagram?
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Engineering Design Build:

Look at the pictures of bird nests.  

Wednesday Day 3

Hook:

What do you wonder about the nests? 

Today you will put together your bird nest design. 

You should gather the supplies that you specified on your diagram. Use the supplies to build a model of your idea. 

At times this may get difficult and the nest may not go together exactly as you had planned. Keep working until you get a 
model of your bird nest built. 

Thomas Edison once said, “I have not failed. I have found 10,000 ways that won’t work!” If your first attempt at building 
doesn’t work, just keep trying! You can do it!

What do you notice about the nests?

Exit Slip: Describe how the building process went for you. Did you enjoy building your bird nest design?
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Thursday Day 4

Bell Ringer:

Engineering Design Test/Redesign
Now it is time to test your bird nest design. Remember that your bird nest needs to be able to hold the weight of at least 2 
eggs. This is approximately 2.5 ounces. You should only use real eggs to test your design if an adult is with you and gives 
you permission. Raw eggs can have bacteria called salmonella which can make you sick. You should wash your hands after 
touching raw eggs. You can also put 2.5 ounces of water in a ziplock bag and use that to test.  

Which of the animals listed is an amphibian? 
 
A. Frog
B. Spider
C. Alligator
D. Black Bear

What part(s) of your design worked well? 

What part(s) of your design could be improved?

List your ideas for improvements below.

Name of Design Holds the Weight of 2 Eggs Will Keep the Birds Warm

5



Engineering Design The Solution:

Friday Day 5 

Reflection:

What personality traits (determination, perseverence, etc) helped you design and build your bird nest?

Describe a challenge that you were able to overcome when you were designing and building your bird nest.

Present your solution to others in any way that you choose. Some options could include, but are not limited to:

  * a poster
          * a PowerPoint/Google Slide/or other slide presentation
          * a video
          * a play describing your engineering process and solution
         * a commercial about your nest
          * an infographic
          * a cartoon or comic book to show your steps
          * a flow chart of your steps and results

A description of the problem

A list of materials you used to create your nest

A description and visual (photo, drawing, video) of the solution

A description of how well your nest solves the problem

A description of how your nest could be improved to even better solve the problem.

Your Presention Should Include:

6



 

Third Grade 
SS Academic Packet 

 
Student Name _____________________________    School ____________________________ 

 

 

 
 

Week 6 
May 4-May 8, 2020   
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OCPS Distance Learning Packet   
Grade 3 Social Studies 

“Community” 

Standard 
SS.3.C.2.1 Identify group and individual actions of citizens that demonstrate civility, cooperation, 
volunteerism, and other civic virtues. [...food drives, book drives, community, clean-up, voting.]  

 

Task  Instructions  

Preview Text   ● Preview vocabulary ( Community, Empathy). 
● Preview the text, Food Wastes & School Gardenings. 

Read the Text  
● Read the text, Food Wastes & School Gardenings. 
● Annotate (mark the text) as you read to make meaning of the text. 
● Respond to the questions. 

Photo 
Analysis 

● Observe the photographs in the text.  
● List on your paper, what do you see? (Evidence) 
● List on your paper any questions you may still have. (Questions) 

Optional 
Activity 

● Optional Building Empathy Activity:  
● With a family member, send/drop off kind notes to essential workers within your 

community. Students can participate in the betterment of their community. 

 
**If your student needs assistance with any of the content presented in these lessons, please contact their 
teacher. All Orange County Public School teachers are committed to supporting our students throughout this 
distance learning experience. Thank you for all that you do to maintain a strong School/Home connections. 

 
Standard 

SS.3.C.2.1 Identify group and individual actions of citizens that demonstrate civility, cooperation, 
volunteerism, and other civic virtues. [...food drives, book drives, community, clean-up, voting.]  

 
Why are we learning this?  

Civic virtues are important elements of good citizenship. Learning how to act, how to cooperate, why we 
volunteer, and how to get along all help us take actions that demonstrate good citizenship in the community! 

 
Vocabulary 

Community   The people living in a certain place. 

Empathy  Someone is able to share the emotions and feelings of another person.  
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❖ Empathy is a key part of being a helpful community member at school and home. Helping others and 

your community helps people understand how to work with each other. 
 
 

➢ Observe the photograph. 
 

➢ What do you see? 
 

➢ What questions do you still have? 
 
 

1. According to the text, identify group actions that demonstrate civility, cooperation, volunteerism, or 
other civic virtues. 
 

 
 

2. What is the Edible Schoolyard Project and what impact has it had on schools? 
 
 
Optional Building Empathy Activity:  

With a family member, send/drop off kind notes to essential workers within your community.  
Students can participate in the betterment of their community. 
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How do you grow a 
2,000-pound pumpkin? 
It’s tricky 
MICHELLE R. SMITH, The Associated Press 
October 22, 2015 
Lexile®: 620L, 167 words 

 
COVENTRY, R.I. (AP) — Ron Wallace has a pumpkin patch in his backyard. And 
the pumpkins he grows are giant. He broke a world record in 2006. And in 2012, 
his prized pumpkin weighed 2,009 pounds. 

Wallace has spent 27 years growing pumpkins. He conducts research and 
experiments with new ideas. He shares ideas with growers around the world. 

Wallace believes that a good pumpkin comes from the best seeds. Top growers 
can trace their pumpkin seeds back many, many years. 

Pumpkins can put on 45 pounds each day, mostly from water. The best 
pumpkins every year follow the weather. If the weather is just right, growers 
might see many huge pumpkins. 

But these pumpkins won’t end up in pumpkin pie. They’re too big to be tasty. 

Wallace took this season’s biggest pumpkin to a weigh-off. It weighed a 
whopping 2,230 pounds. It was the second-biggest pumpkin ever grown. 

Wallace wants to grow a 2,500-pound pumpkin next. 

“I know my program is capable,” he says. “We’re gonna give it a shot.” 
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How do you grow a 2,000-pound pumpkin? It’s 
tricky 
Comprehension Questions 

 
1. Choose the main idea of this article. 

a. Ron Wallace breaks records with his giant pumpkins. 
b. Pumpkins grow very quickly. 
c. Large pumpkins do not make good pies. 
d. Ron Wallace helps people around the world grow pumpkins. 

 
2. Which statement from the article best supports the main idea? 

a. He shares ideas with growers around the world. 
b. And in 2012, his prized pumpkin weighed 2,009 pounds. 
c. Pumpkins can put on 45 pounds each day, mostly from water. 
d. They’re too big to be tasty. 

 
3. According to the article, what causes many huge pumpkins to grow? 

a. a long season 
b. large seeds 
c. the right weather 
d. fresh soil 

 
4. Which detail from the article best supports the idea that Ron Wallace enjoys growing 

pumpkins? 
a. His pumpkins are giant. 
b. He thinks he can grow a 2,500-pound pumpkin. 
c. He believes that good seeds produce good pumpkins. 
d. He has been growing pumpkins for 27 years. 
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